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Press Release 
 

Iron County Communities that Care (ICCTC)  

Completes Training of Coalition Members and Youth Survey 

IRON RIVER, MI – Iron County Communities That Care (CTC) is pleased to announce that training has 
been completed for new coalition members on the strategies of prevention science. With this training 
completed Coalition Work Groups have been formed. Work Groups include: Community Board 
Maintenance – forming and governing of the internal functions of CTC; Funding - find funds for CTC 
programs and activities; Public Relations - spread the word about CTC so that others can join in our 
efforts and the community can know what the Coalition is doing; Resource Assessment – inventories the 
programs and resources that already exist in Iron County; Risk & Protective Factors – conducts the Youth 
Survey in our schools and analyzes the data about the positive and negative influences in our 
community; and Youth  Involvement – that seeks to get youth involved in CTC. Adding a Suicide 
Prevention Work Group is under consideration by the ICCTC Executive Work Group. 

The Youth Survey of 6th, 8th,  10th  and 12th graders at Forest Park and West Iron County schools was 
conducted December 5th, 6th and 7th. The purpose of this survey is to gather data on what risk factors are 
most prevalent in Iron County. In addition, the Youth Survey seeks to identify student participation in 
positive Preventative Factors that already exist in the county. The data gleaned from this peer-reviewed 
survey will provide the framework for future programming development and policy suggestions that are 
aimed at addressing identified needs.  

“The Youth Survey is a very necessary element to the vision and mission of the Iron County CTC.” said 
Paul H. Cleath, Iron County CTC Coordinator, “With this data we will be able to discern the effectiveness 
of Prevention efforts, as well as gaps that exist in our community that need to be filled. The results of 
this survey will be compiled and analyzed by our Data Work Group. Once the process is completed, the 
data will be presented to the Key Leaders of Iron County. Then a report will be published to the 
community at large. Using this Youth Survey as a platform for informed decision making, the Data Group 
will present suggested areas of focus that the County should be aware of. We will then ask the people of 
our community to vote on their choice of where our focus should be placed, for the betterment of the 
health and wellbeing of our children.” 

Data Group Executive Chairman, Jon Wierda added, “Collecting the data through the surveys will give us 
a great baseline created by the youth of the area. For the first time we will be working with data that is 
from the frontlines, people who are impacted daily by the risks and preventive factors currently out 
there. This year's baseline will allow the community to watch the changes in risks and monitor our 
progress in the coming years.”  

“I have to say, I am impressed with the people of Iron County!” said Mr. Cleath. “They have really rallied 
around the idea of Communities That Care. To be able to formulate the Work Groups, with volunteers 
from the community and orchestrate a successful implementation of the Youth Survey in such a short 
amount of time is really impressive. A huge amount of credit for this goes the ICCTC Work Group 



members. Also, to both Forest Park and West Iron County Schools. The willingness of the administration 
and the cooperative and open participation of the students is to be praised. Such cooperation gives me 
great hope for the future of our community!” 

Communities that Care is a nationally recognized, locally implemented public health initiative that is 
data-driven. It employs tested methods to improve the wellbeing of communities by equipping local 
stakeholders with the right tools to make positive changes in their own neighborhoods. There is now a 
Communities That Care chapter in every county in the Upper Peninsula.  

The Iron County Communities That Care is looking for more willing participants to join our effort for a 
better and safer community for our children to grow and thrive in. Please consider joining a Work 
Group, or participating in future events.  

To learn more about how Communities That Care is working in Iron County, or to volunteer, visit 
www.facebook.com/PreventionCTC. To gain a better understanding of the science behind the CTC, visit 
www.communitiesthatcare.net. And to learn about Communities That Care activities throughout the UP, 
visit www.UPPrevention.org. 
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